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Issue 2 

We do not focus this e-bulletin on Coronavirus. We have a page on our website that we are using to provide you with the latest information and updates on immigration due to 
Coronavirus and it can be accessed here.  Our website page aims to offer useful information and resources to help migrants, and those supporting them, to stay safe, connected 
and informed, and to reduce the harmful impacts of coronavirus (Covid-19) on our region and on people’s lives. It also includes new multi-lingual resources, national guidance, 
local services and support, and news and updates on specific migrant issues.  
 
If you have any updates, notifications or items  for inclusion for our next bulletin please email wmsmp@birmingham.gov.uk. 
 

Subject  Announcement  Date /Source 

Asylum To read Migrant Help’s latest newsletter click here. Migrant Help  
May 2020 

Inspection report published: Annual inspection of ‘Adults at Risk in Immigration Detention’ (2018–19) 
The Adults at Risk policy was introduced to comply with section 59 of the Immigration Act 2016, which requires the Home 
Secretary to define what makes a detainee particularly vulnerable and identify the circumstances in which detention of 
vulnerable people will be appropriate. The intention was to reduce the unnecessary detention of vulnerable people. 
Following on from Stephen Shaw's reviews of the welfare in detention of vulnerable persons in 2016 and 2018, the then Home 
Secretary commissioned the Chief Inspector to report on “whether and how the Adults at Risk policy is making a difference”. 
The ICIBI report focuses on the operational mechanisms by which the policy has been implemented.  

Govt 
April 2020 

The Helen Bamber Foundation have published a new study evidencing that people claiming asylum do not necessarily relay 
their story the first time they have opportunity to do so. The key message from the study – for clinicians writing expert 
reports, for solicitors and barristers involved in asylum cases, for Home Office decision makers and for Immigration Tribunal 
judges – is that people seeking asylum cannot be expected to tell their full story to the first person they have met in a first or 
single appointment, in a relationship that has no context or opportunity for trust- building. This study suggests that it is 
difficult for people seeking asylum to disclose traumatic experiences at a first or single meeting with a professional and 
therefore people seeking asylum may not do so at that stage. 

Helen Bamber 
Foundation  
22 April 2020 

FORCED MIGRATION, SEXUAL AND GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE AND COVID-19 – University of Birmingham 
The “Forced migration, SGBV and COVID-19” research project was initiated in response to conversations with Refugee Women 
Connect and anecdotal information suggesting that forced migrant survivors’ suffering increased in the COVID-19 crisis. 
University of Birmingham interviewed 97 survivors and organisations in five countries, 33 of which were in the UK. Read the 

University     
of Birmingham 
May 2020 

mailto:wmsmp@birmingham.gov.uk
https://www.wmsmp.org.uk/covid-19-resources-and-guidance/
mailto:wmsmp@birmingham.gov.uk
https://www.wmsmp.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/AIRE-Newsletter-May-2020-1.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/inspection-report-published-annual-inspection-of-adults-at-risk-in-immigration-detention-2018-19
http://www.helenbamber.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/2020.04-The-Texture-of-Narrative-Dilemmas-Brief-Summary.pdf
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full report here or for a quick understanding of the outcomes you can read the policy brief here.  
 

Children and 
Young People 

New webinar series  
To register your interest in any of the courses email the Migrant Children’s Project at mcp@coramclc.org.uk and you will be 
contacted when dates have been set.  

• Child trafficking and modern slavery, Wednesday 3rd June 2020 TICKETS AVAILABLE 
Areas covered will include how to identify, support and protect potential victims of child trafficking in practice; an overview of 
the legal framework and the National Referral Mechanism; and the relationship between trafficking and the asylum process.   

• Refugee and migrant children in care, Date TBC ON SALE SOON 
This webinar will look at the general principles and local authority duties towards children in care with immigration issues. 
Participants will also gain an understanding of planning, education and access to services, as well as information on 
immigration, asylum and EU routes to regularising status. Finally, we will cover leaving care support and options for 
undocumented and appeal rights exhausted young people leaving care.  

• Children’s asylum claims, Date TBC ON SALE SOON 
This webinar provides an introduction to the asylum process for unaccompanied asylum seeking children (UASC). The course 
content includes looking at the particular processes for children, how to support children through the asylum process and 
different types of immigration status that can be granted. The course will also briefly cover appeal rights and appeal rights 
exhausted cases.   

• Age assessments, Date TBC ON SALE SOON 
This webinar will examine the issue of age and the context surrounding age assessments in the UK. Participants will gain an 
understanding of the law and policy of age assessments; best practice when either supporting or carrying out assessments; 
and information on challenges to age assessment decisions.  
 

Coram Children's Legal 
Centre –  
Migrant Children's 
Project  
April 2020 

 Public Health Wales has published a report on Adverse Childhood Experiences in child refugee and asylum seeking child 
populations. The report is accompanied by this useful infographic. 

Public Health Wales 
May 2020 

EU Settlement 
Scheme 

Click the link to view the policy briefing from the Children’s Society EU Settlement Scheme and Looked After Children and Care 
Leavers. Policy Briefing. 
 

The Children's Society, 
April 2020 

The Home Office has published some guidance on helping children in care apply for post-Brexit immigration status through the 
EU Settlement Scheme. It reminds social workers that they must either apply on the child’s behalf, or help older children do it 
themselves, where the child is the subject of a care order, interim care order or placement order. 
 

Home Office 
1 May 2020 

HOME OFFICE EU SETTLEMENT SCHEME UPDATE: MORE THAN 3.5 MILLION APPLICATIONS 
  

Home Office 
14 May 2020 

mailto:wmsmp@birmingham.gov.uk
https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/Documents/college-social-sciences/social-policy/iris/2020/sgbv-covid-19.pdf
https://www.wmsmp.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/IRiS-COVID-policy-brief-FORCED-MIGRATION-SEXUAL-AND-GENDER-BASED-VIOLENCE-AND-COVID-19.pdf
mailto:mcp@coramclc.org.uk?subject=MCP%20webinars
https://childrenslegalcentre.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=727f7cb511aa9ca211dde2fbc&id=ef777a4d53&e=df26bd391a
https://www.wmsmp.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/ACEs-in-Child-Refugee-and-Asylum-Seekers-Report-English-final.pdf
https://www.wmsmp.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Infographic-ACEs-in-Child-Refugee-and-Asylum-Seekers-Report-English-1-scaled.jpg
https://childrenslegalcentre.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=727f7cb511aa9ca211dde2fbc&id=36756460fb&e=df26bd391a
https://childrenslegalcentre.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=727f7cb511aa9ca211dde2fbc&id=36756460fb&e=df26bd391a
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/eu-settlement-scheme-looked-after-children-and-care-leavers-guidance
https://www.freemovement.org.uk/downloads/settled-status-handbook/
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The Home Office has now (14 May 2020) received more than 3.5 million applications to the EU Settlement Scheme, according 
to the latest internal figures. The milestone has been reached with over a year still to go until the 30 June 2021 deadline.  
 
Alongside this announcement, on 14th May the Home Office has released the most recent quarterly statistics report, providing 
more detailed information on the progress of the EU Settlement Scheme. This quarterly publication complements the high-
level monthly statistical releases on the progress of the scheme and takes a more in-depth look at the total number of 
applications and their outcomes. 
This report provides breakdowns of total and concluded applications by:  

• Nationality 

• UK country 

• Age group 

• Local authority 

• Outcome type 
 
SUPPORT 
 
Throughout the Coronavirus pandemic a wide range of support has remained available for those who need help applying or 
have questions about the scheme. We are pleased to confirm the Settlement Resolution Centre telephone service has now 
resumed. Both the general helpline and dedicated line for support organisations have now re-opened. 
 
IMMIGRATION RULES CHANGES  
 
Today, updates to the Immigration Rules were laid in Parliament, which includes changes to the EU Settlement Scheme.  
 
The rule changes will widen access to the scheme to victims of domestic violence or abuse. If a family member’s relationship 
with an EEA citizen breaks down permanently as a result of domestic violence or abuse, this, coupled with their own 
continuous residence in the UK, will be recognised as part of their application ( previously, only ex – spouses could apply under 
these conditions).  
 
This is consistent with the Government’s wider commitment to tackling domestic violence and abuse as well as protecting and 
supporting victims of it.  
 
In addition, the rule changes mean that family members of British or dual British-Irish citizens who are people of Northern 
Ireland will be able to apply for status under the EU Settlement Scheme.  

mailto:wmsmp@birmingham.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/eu-settlement-scheme-quarterly-statistics-march-2020
http://www.smartcdn.co.uk/HomeOfficeR4/mailresponse.asp?tid=1&em=54991&turl=https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/eu-settlement-scheme-statistics
http://www.smartcdn.co.uk/HomeOfficeR4/mailresponse.asp?tid=1&em=54991&turl=https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/eu-settlement-scheme-statistics
https://www.gov.uk/contact-ukvi-inside-outside-uk/y/inside-the-uk/eu-settlement-scheme-settled-and-pre-settled-status
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/statement-of-changes-to-the-immigration-rules-cp-232-14-may-2020
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This delivers on the commitment the UK Government made in the ‘New Decade, New Approach’ agreement in January 2020 
which restored the power sharing executive in Northern Ireland.  
 

Health and 
Wellbeing 

The Public Health Agency have produced translated resources to support people in their well being. Click here to see.  Public Health Agency 
April 2020 

 Avon and Wiltshire Mental Health Partnership have produced ‘ coping strategies for anxious times’, some well being tips for 
everyone staying at home at the moment. The resources are available in Arabic, Bengali, English, Farsi, French, Mandarin, 
Pashto, Polish, Romanian, Somali, Kurdish Sorani, Tigrinya, Turkish and Urdu. Click here to view them. 

Avon and Wiltshire 
Mental Health 
Partnership 
May 2020 

 Lots of useful translated guidance and resources in the updated guidance to health care practitioners on the health needs of 
migrant patients. 
 

Gov 
April 2020 

 West Midlands Police are raising awareness of the Herbert Protocol. It is a simple risk reduction tool to be used in the event 
of an adult with care and support needs going missing. 
It is a valuable tool that will speed up a search in the event of a vulnerable older person with care needs going missing. 
You can access more information about the protocol from the link below.  Together with a briefing note which give a clearer 
explanation of the protocol and how it should be used. 
https://west-midlands.police.uk/services/herbert-protocol 
If you have any queries in relation to the protocol, you can contact Kate Watts, Locate Sergeant, Force CID – 
T: 101 (ext. 892 6023) | M: 07741816653 or e-mail k.watts@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk 
 

West Midlands Police 
May 2020 

Other London Migration Film Festival 
For those looking for something to watch during lockdown, the London Migration Film Festival has made its best films from 
past festivals available for free on its website.   
 

London Migration Film 
Festival 
May 2020 

No Recourse to 
Public Funds 

Intervention in High Court legal challenge to the NRPF policy  
On 7 May 2020, the High Court ruled that the Home Office policy of imposing the 'no recourse to public funds' condition on 
migrants who are on the 10-year route to settlement was unlawful. The judges said that the policy 'as presently formulated' 
breached Article 3 of the European Convention on Human Rights, which prohibits inhuman and degrading treatment. 
The case was brought by Deighton Pierce Glynn on behalf of a family affected, and was supported by The Unity Project. Project 
17, represented by The Public Law Project and Amanda Weston QC, intervened in the case. 
A detailed judgment and order will follow, which will set out the steps the Home Office needs to take to comply with the 
judges' ruling. 

High Court 
7 May 2020 

mailto:wmsmp@birmingham.gov.uk
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/856998/2020-01-08_a_new_decade__a_new_approach.pdf
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/publications/take-5-steps-wellbeing-english-and-11-translations
https://migrantinfohub.org.uk/multilingual-resources
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/nhs-entitlements-migrant-health-guide
https://west-midlands.police.uk/services/herbert-protocol
mailto:k.watts@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk
https://www.migrationcollective.com/lmff-online-retrospective?fbclid=IwAR1Th2i2sV2DM9P5AOwxBZQOa5lV4TLKvNwgaM7bXs9iwWUo0p-Kz33sAps
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You can read about the oral judgement here. 
 

Funding 
opportunities 

Mental Health Response Fund 
Voluntary and community sector (VCS) organisations have a vital role working alongside our NHS colleagues to support 
anyone who has a mental health need. 
Due to the coronavirus pandemic, demand for mental health services is increasing. 
To help VCS organisations based in England continue to provide mental health services – or provide additional support – 
organisations can apply for a Coronavirus Mental Health Response Fund (CMHRF) grant. 
Thanks to £5m support from government (the Department of Health and Social Care), grants of £20,000 or £50,000 are 
available for projects lasting up to 12 months. 
 

Association of Mental 
Health Providers 
 16 April 2020 

 New £200,000 Community Initiatives Fund launched by West Midlands Police and Crime Commissioner to community and 
voluntary organisations to help overcome social effects of Coronavirus isolation. 
Following a surge in voluntary and community activity to help those self-isolating under COVID-19 restrictions, the West 
Midlands Police and Crime Commissioner, David Jamieson, has made £200,000 available over the next six months, to help fund 
voluntary and community activity which helps and supports people having to self-isolate under COVID-19 restrictions. 
The new Community Initiatives Fund which comes into effect on Monday 4th May 2020, will be funded from money which has 
been allocated from items seized from criminals under the Proceeds of Crime Act. 
Organisations can apply for up to £5000. 
 

West Midlands Police 
and Crime Comissioner 
April 2020 

 Government emergency support funding for charities, distributed via the National Lottery Community Fund (NLCF), is now 
open to applications. 
Applications will be reviewed on a rolling basis. 
NLCF will fund activities supporting  people and  communities affected by COVID-19.  They will also help organisations 
overcome any acute financial difficulties  they face as a result of the pandemic. 
There are three kinds of grants available: 

• Grants from £300 to £10,000 

• Grants from £10,000 to £100,000 

• Grants for organisations working in partnership, from £10,000 to £100,000 
The application process is designed to be fast and simple. You can fill in an online form, you can email answers or submit a 
video instead. 
They are prioritising: 

• Organisations supporting people and communities who experience disproportionate challenge and difficulty as a 
result of the covid-19 crisis 

The National Lotery 
Community Fund 
May 2020 

mailto:wmsmp@birmingham.gov.uk
https://www.project17.org.uk/policy/strategic-litigation/intervention-in-legal-challenge-to-the-nrpf-policy
https://amhp.org.uk/mental-health-response-fund/
https://www.westmidlands-pcc.gov.uk/community-initiatives-fund/
https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/covid-19
https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/programmes/covid-19-funding-under-10k
https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/programmes/covid-19-funding-over-10k
https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/programmes/covid-19-funding-over-10k-for-partnerships
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The West Midlands Strategic Migration Partnership works with national, regional and local partners to ensure that the region can deal with, and benefit from, migration. We are 
hosted by Birmingham City Council. 
 
We would like to thank you for all contributions to this bulletin. Information in this bulletin and any references or links to external sources or agencies do not necessarily reflect the 
views of West Midlands Strategic Migration Partnership nor receive its endorsement. WMSMP is not responsible for the accuracy of this information which is intended as a 
general guide only. If you would like to be removed from the distribution list, please email WMSMP@birmingham.gov.uk.  

• Organisations providing services and support for vulnerable people, for which there will be increased demand as a 
result of the covid-19 crisis 

• Organisations which connect communities and support communities to work together to respond to covid-19 
 

mailto:wmsmp@birmingham.gov.uk
mailto:WMSMP@birmingham.gov.uk

